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SUBJ: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY ABOUT CONVICTED STUDENTS 
REF: A. STATE 97135, B. STATE 98502 

1. EMBASSY WILL CONVEY CONGRESSMAN ERASER'S CONCERN ABOUT 
WET .FARE OP CONVICTED STUDENTS MENTIONED IN REPTELS A AND B 
TO APPROPRIATE ROKG OPFICIALS. 

2. IN REGARD REPTEL A, EMBASSY LOCAL EMPLOYEES ATTENDED SOME 
SESSIONS OP TRIALS BUT DID NOT NOTICE SIGNS OF POOR PHYSICAL 
CONDITION ON PART OF DEFENDANTS. OF COURSE, GIVEN COURT ROOM 
CONDITIONS, PAMILY MEMBERS WOULD LIKELY BE BETTER ABLE TO 
DETECT SWELLING OP FACES OP STUDENTS THAN OUTSIDERS. WE 
CHECKED WITH KNCC AND WITH KNCC HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION ON 
APRIL 18, AND BOTH ORGANIZATIONS STATED THAT THEY BELIEVED 
STUDENTS IN QUESTION WERE IN GOOD PHYSICAL CONDITION. THEY 
HAD NO (RPT NO) REPORTS THAT STUDENTS HAD BEEN MISTREATED. 

THEY NOTED THAT KNCC EXPECTS TO LAUNCH APPEAL TO ROKG 
SOON POR RET .EASE OP ABOUT 45 STUDENTS CONVICTED POR 
DEMONSTRATIONS TOWARD END OP LAST YEAR, A GROUP WHICH 
WOULD INCLUDE STUDENTS MENTIONED BY CONGRESSMAN ERASER. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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3. EMBASSY NOTES ONLY OTHER REFERENCE TO SITUATION 
DESCRIBED IN REFTEL A OCCURRED IN LETTER FROM REV. JAMES 
SINNOT TO ASST. SECRETARY DERIAN ON PEBRUARY 18, 1978. 

SOURCE OP INPORMATION WAS LOCAL POREIGN MISSIONARY. 

EMBASSY IS TRYING TO CONTACT MISSIONARY IN DISCREET 
MANNER TO OBTAIN HIS LATEST INPORMATION ON SITUATION. 

MISSIONARY IS LOCATED SOME DISTANCE FROM SEOUL AND SOME 
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TIME MAY BE REQUIRED BEEORE WE CAN ARRANGE INTERVIEW. 

SNEIDER 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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